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To the Editor of The Journal:—

In the April issue of Popular Sci-
ence, 1 saw a short article called
“Listen gto the Nose Flute of the
Untutor IFilipino.”” A sentence was
particularly interesting. It read,
“Among the Filipinos a flute is
never played in any other way, and
it would create as much surprise in
that country to see a man playing
the flute wita the mouth.”” Accom-
panying the article was the picture
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bandage around his waist.

which were
alarming
things Philippine.

these articles. I have

of man’s rashness in drawing con-
clusions and lack of broadmindedness
than these articles. Referring to the
“|above in particular, T have lived 25
years with my people, and honestly
and frankly,
man play a flute with his nose, in
spite of the fact that the article says
*|that the flute is ““never played in any
ottaer way.” It is very possible that
some such way of playing exists
among the aborigines which inhabit
the mountain regions and whch con-
stitute but a small fraction of the
total inhabitants of the islands. 1
must add that the Filipinos are mu-
sicians by birth and lived up to this
reputaton when the Filipino band
that toured f%1e world was pronounc-
ed by experts to be second only to
| the Ttalian band.

I don’t know why some Americans
who have had the bare experience of
seeing the Philippines, have that
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wild, semibarbarous, head-hunters.
To create something sensational, they
exhibit the typical + Filipino as a
naked, uncivilized mountain dweller;
and the honest unsuspectng “Ameri-
cano,” who has not seen the Philip-
pines, will naturally believe these
stories.

What will the people of the United
States say if T #iould go back home
and tell my people that the American
Indian 1is the typical American?
What will they do if T say that lynch-
ing is a universal practice as a sign
of advanced cvilizaton? Will not

of a naked man with a piece of
During
my two year stay in this country I}.
have seen many similar articles

musing because of the
dfsplay of ignorance of

This is what T have to say ahout
read no
\ greater bunch of lies, I fiave seen no

greater injustice done to the Filipino
race, I have found no better example

I have never seen a

fiendish delight to peture my people |
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Y{volunteered to fight for Uncle Sam

T e
every redblooded American who
takes pride in calling himself an
American rise up with indignation
and shout, “You lie?” Well, a Fili-
pino is capable of the same feeling.
All T demand is fairness and jus-
tice. The American people, as a’
race, I must admit, is the most
honest people I ©1ave ever seen. And,
taking advantage of this wonderful
virtue, a malignant few’ after see,
ing the Philippines, go around lec-
turing or writing articles about the
“wild Filipinos,” calling everythng
typical that which is most rare. This
tendency is sometimes impelled by
ignoranese of the actual state of af-
fairs, sometimes by the desire to ex- |
cite interest, sometimes by the desire
to magnify their ‘“‘adventures’” and
eclipse the daring exploits of the
knights and prinees of the Age of
Chivalry. Blinded by these motives,
they become the helpless victims of
exaggeration and the unhappy tools
to excite wrong public opinion.
Admiral Dewey has pronounced the
Filipinos as more capable than the
Cubans. By this statement T do not
mean to disparage the Cubans,
whom T respect and whose friend-
ship I treasure. I simply wish to
show that the Filipinos, by compar-
ing them with a people better known
to this country due to their geogra-
phical location, are not all wild and
semi-ba?arous head-hunters, and
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that onw a small fraction of a per
cent may be calied uncivilized. Tt is
true, of course, that the average con-
ditions here are higher than those in
the Philippines, but this fact is
not surprising if we recall that dur-
ing the three and a half centuries of
Spanish rule the natives were literal-
ly prevented from progressing.

I hope the American people will
not misunderstand my attitude. After
my country, I love‘_America next. My
people realize the benefits that the
American rule has given them. They
love and respect the Stars and
Stripes. The 25,000 Filipinos w%io

constitute an elogquent example of
their gratitude “and loyalty to this
country.

The American peovnle, T hope, will
soon find the truth about the Philip-
pines. It will be one of my cherished
hopes to see my country represented |,
in this World’s Greatest Republic as
it really is and not what it was 100
vears ago. I wish to refer the people ||
of this country to the utterances of
distinguis®ied Americans, like Ex-
President Taft, Admiral Dewey,
Governor General Harrison, and
many others, most of whose state-
ments can be found in Mr. Kalaw’s
“The Case for the Filipinos,” and
lastly, T wish to say that any Ameri-
can who knowingly, intentionally, or
maliciously misrepresents America’s
outlying possession before the eves
of the Ameriéan people, deceives
himself, deceives his country, and
stains his hand with the blackest, the
foulest, and the most despicable

stain—the lie.
VIDAL A. TAN,
Cornell University.
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, AUGUST 22, 1923.

Filipino’s Views on
Independence; An
‘Answer to Mr. Calkins

Tthaca, N. Y., August 19, 1923.
| To the Editor of The Journal-News:

Referring to Marcus T. Calkins’
article on Philippine problems pub-
!lished in your Saturday issue, I wish
to express my thanks for the sound
information which he has given in
connection with progress in the
islands along the lines of education,
sanitation and other economic and
national improvements which are, in-
deed, established facts.

On the other hand, the only ques-
tion which seems to meet with a
great diversity of opinion is that of
Philipine independence, and while a
great majority of the American pub-
lie, carried by their hi f
justice and fair play,
with the Filipino people, the
est factor which opposes our inde-
pendence is, as is but humanly natu-
ral, made up of the group of business
men who make their fortunes in the
islands, and in yesterda article,
I am sorry to notice that Mr. Calkins
gathered his i tion and point
of view on s matter from these
same business men only. It seems
that they fear for the safetv of their
investments should the Philippines
be made an independent nation, but
comparatively speaking, 1if foreign
capital fs safe in America, T do not
see any reason why Ame i
should not be
ready greatly
government p.
the United State
of which the Woods-Forbes
itself, did not deny.

On the question of the Japanese

menace, let me quote Congr 1an
Frear of Wisconsin, who in 120
said, “Manchur Korea, and For-
mos ar Javan, ¢ @ i
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This Day In Ithaca’s History

-
August 22, 1873 — 50 Years Ago,
The Spiritualist Society of McLean have a picuic in the Fayp Creek
Gorge today.
Timber dealexs up at Ovid are preparing to

ship their commog;
on the G. & I. Railroad. ity

— 30 Years Ago.

August 22, 18
An excursion party of about 300 people from Elmira and Sy
cinif
visited this city today. y

The Ithaca Water Company’s East Hill reservoir on the Bryayt

farm is almost completed.
o =~

In addition to this, T think is it #ay to these concluding declaragip
but just to add another part of the of Mr. Calkin but I ¢ Wi!fib:!
preamble of the Jone Law: sk thi Will it be >
“Whereas it is, as it has always been, | United States, who
the purpose of the peop of the for true democracy
United States to withdraw their the cause
sovereignty ever the Philippine | cure her
Islands and to recognize their inde- | of a small countr
pendence as soon a stable gow- |c 8 her

1 be .established therein;

ernment
# » Now, I have nothing to
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Says Whole Filipino
People is Asking
For Independence

Ithaca, N. Y.
August 26, 1923.
To the Xditor of The Journal¥News:

In the Friday issue of The Journal-
News, Mr. Calkins endeavored to prov:
the advantages of American rule over
self government in the Philippines
for the Filipino people. I wish to
state, however, that there is no con-
tention along that line. It is under-
stood that such a great nation as
America cannot but do good and giv
a lot of help to a small and striving
country like the Philippines. The
Filipino people admit before the world
that America has been the greatest
aiding factor in their country’'s de-
velopment, a thing for which they are
and will always be grateful to her.

To give a clearer understanding to
the matter, I wish to emphasize that
the present issue is no longer a ques-
tion of American rule vs. self govern-
ment in the Philippines. The Filipino
people have already studied their sit-
uation and they have come to a definite
conclusion. They want independenca.
This desire is not born of ingratitude

towards the United States, nor does
it show lack of appreciation of the
risks and dangers of international
life. It is the logical outcome of more
than 20 years of joint endeavor by
Americans and Filipinos in educating
the masses and inculcating in their
minds America’'s high ideals of de-
mocracy and liberty. Now, they want
freedom to work out their own salva-
tion, to live their own lives, and to
govern themselves as they see fit
without the aid of America or any
other nation. As to external invasion,
America can easily make arrange-
ments with the other powers for the
neutralization of the islands. Even
Japan ,whe has now been made all
powerful in the Far East by the Wash-
ington conference on the limitation
of armaments, made  known through
its late Premier Hara, “Once the
United States decides to give the
Philippines its freedom, the Japanese
government will be first to sign an
agreement for their neutralization.”

At present, there is only one binding
agreement that exists between Amer-
ica and the Philippins. It is the Jones
ica and the Philippines. It is the Jones
purpose jof the' people cf the United
States as to the future political status
of the people of the Philippine Islands,
and to provide a more autonomous
government for thase islands.” Th2
Jones law, therefore, has become a
virtual constitutignal -compact be-
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tween the American and Filipino peo-
ples, by means of which the Filipinos
have accepted a temporary govern-
ment under American sovereignty
abject to the conditions: First. that
‘t shall be autonomous, or chiefly in
he hands of Filipinos; second, that
American sovereignty shall not now
he impaired; and, third, that it shall
be only preparatory to a complete in-
dependence, such independence to be
granted “as soon as a stable govern-
ment can be established in the
islands.”

Steps to stabilizing the government
in the Philippines have been taken for
vears and its actual existence has
been officially reported to Congress
by ex-President Wilson and ex-Gov-
ernor General Harrison. who stayal
seven years in the islands. Even the
Wood-Forbes report did not deny
these executive statements. It is
therefore evident that Filipino people
have already fulfilled their part of
the specified conditions in the Jones
law, and now they only ask America
to do her duty by fulfilling her share
of the agreement in granting the Fili-
pinos their promised independence.

Just recently, the members of the
Philippine Council of State and the
secretaries of departments have re-
signed in protest against the present
policy of Governor Wood. It is need-
less to enumerate the actions that lead
to this disagreement, but one thing is
certain: the Filipino people have
unanimously asked for Governor
Wood’s recall. Following are some
extracts that will give more light on
this matter. From the letter of resig-
nation: “This series of acts comsti-
tutes a clear violation of the funda-
mental law of the land. and other
legal provisions, especially those of
Act 2803, and of Section 2447 of the
administrative code, and at the same
time, is a backward step and a cur-
tailment of Filipino autonomy guar-
anteed by the organic act and enjoyed
by the Filipino people continuously
since the operation of the Jones law.”
From the resolution passed by the
Philippine Commission of Indepen-
dence, which is composed of all mem-
bers of all parties of the Philippine
Legislature: “We confirm and ratify
the stand of the members of the Phil-
ippine Council of State and the secre-
taries of departments in presenting
in a formal document their grievances
against the policy and acts of the
governor general because of continual
cncroachments upon the attributes
and duties of Filipino officials to the
grave 'detriment of domestic auto-
nomy.” Also, “The council of state
and the department secretaries resign-
ed only after they were convinced that
the governor was bent upon curtailip~
th:"autonomy granted by the organic
act.

In conclusion, let me repeat that the
Filipino people want their indepen-
dence, and they want it almost to a
man. Nocthing that the United States
has ever given us, or can ever giv
us, will compensate for the loss of
our independence. It is our one dear-
est wish, our most sacred hope. Our

self-respect and happiness require it.
Our willingness to die in the battle-
field in deferse of it should prove to
the American people how highly we
cherish it.
Very respectfully.

PERFECTO A. COVAS.




