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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION 

 

This large collection provides an overview of the performing arts in Tompkins County, New 

York from 1852 to 2013. Included are newspaper clippings, performance and event programs, 

organization-specific notes, and other documents pertaining to the performing arts. In the 

collection, there is a large range in the types of organizations represented. These include the 

Mozart Club of Ithaca, the Ithaca Harmonica Society, the Choral Club, the Ithaca Band, the 

Westminster Choir School, the Ithaca Concert Band, the Ithaca Community Players, Summer-

Ithaca, the Ithaca Repertory Theater, the Finger Lakes Drama Festival, the Cayuga Chamber 

Orchestra, the Children’s Choir of Ithaca, the Ithaca Ballet, the Ithaca Community Chorus, and 

the Stillwell Piano School.  

 

One notable figure covered in this collection is the nationally renowned Patrick “Patsy” Conway. 

Once a student at the Ithaca Conservatory of Music (which later became Ithaca College), 

Conway led the Ithaca Town Band, also known as Pat Conway’s Band, which attracted some of 

the great musicians of the region, including members of the New York Philharmonic. In 1908, 

his band performed at the San Francisco Exposition, and he later became the director of the 

Ithaca School of Band Instruments, one of the affiliated schools of the Ithaca Conservatory of 

Music.  
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

Box 1 – V-1-7-9 (A) – (11 folders) 

 

Contents                                                                                                                               Folder # 

 

Historical Notes                                                                                                                    Folder 1 

Notes about the history of music in Tompkins County, NY.  

 

Clippings, 1909-1941                                                                                                           Folder 2 

Newspaper clippings about music and theater in Tompkins County, NY.  

 

Miscellaneous Programs, 1852-1958                                                                                   Folder 3 

Event programs for music, theater, and other arts-based performances in Tompkins 

County, NY 

 

Ithaca Harmonica Club, 1870’s                                                                                            Folder 4 

Constitution, resolutions and bylaws, member signatures and meeting minutes.  

 

Mozart Club, 1844 – 1879                                                                                                    Folder 5 

Event programs, receipts, tickets.  

 

Ithaca Quartet, 1886                                                                                                             Folder 6 

Event programs, 1 photograph.  

 

Choral Club, 1879-1941                                                                                                       Folder 7 

Event programs, 1 photograph.  

 

Ithaca Band/Patrick Conway, 1893-1929, 1965, 1990                                                         Folder 8 

Photographs, tickets, event programs, news clippings, and two written documents.  

 

 “Belle of the Ithaca Two Step March” 1902                                                                       Folder 9 

1 flyer.  

 

Ithaca High School Senior Class Play, 1905                                                                      Folder 10 

1 program.  

  

“All Alone” Music, 1911                                                                                                    Folder 11 

1 booklet.  

 

Box 2 – V-1-7-9 (B) – (14 folders) 

 

Contents                                                                                                                               Folder # 

 

“The Crimson Flower” Program, 1914                                                                                Folder 1 

 1 program.  
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Contents                                                                                                                               Folder # 

 

Ithaca Musician’s Protective Union, 1901-1925                                                                  Folder 2 

 Constitution and bylaws.  

 

Dancing Schools, 1879-1921                                                                                                Folder 3 

 Programs and brochure. 

 

Circuses, 1881-1940                                                                                                             Folder 4 

 Event programs.  

 

Stillwell Piano School, 1921-1933                                                                                       Folder 5 

 Recital programs and news clippings.  

 

Cornell University/Bailey Hall, 1922-1945                                                                         Folder 6  

 Event programs.  

 

Drama Club Programs/Minutes 1924-1948                                                                          Folder 7 

 Minutes.  

 

Madame Sebela Wehe, 1905-1949, 1995, 2000                                                                   Folder 8  

 News clippings and signs.  

 

German Band, 1939                                                                                                              Folder 9 

 1 contract.  

 

Westminster Choir School, 1930-1931, 1942                                                                    Folder 10 

 Programs and news clippings. 

 

Green Room Circle, 1954-1957                                                                                         Folder 11 

 Programs.  

 

Finger Lakes Drama Festival, 1947-1948                                                                          Folder 12 

 Event programs and patron survey.  

 

Ithaca Community Players, 1941-1949                                                                              Folder 13 

 Programs.  

 

Ithaca Community Players, 1950-1953                                                                              Folder 14 

 Programs.  
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Box 3 – V-1-7-9 (C) – (20 folders) 

 

Contents                                                                                                                               Folder # 

 

Ithaca Community Players, 1954-1960                                                                                Folder 1 

 Programs.  

 

Ithaca Repertory Theater, 1962-1977                                                                                   Folder 2 

 Programs.  

 

Ballet Guild of Ithaca/Ithaca Ballet, 1965-1997                                                                   Folder 3 

 Programs and brochures.  

 

Summer-Ithaca, 1961-1978                                                                                                  Folder 4 

 Programs, news clippings, board meeting minutes.  

 

Summer-Ithaca Repertory, 1970-1973, 1977                                                                       Folder 5 

 Programs and 1977 proposed budget.  

 

Central Casting, 1970’s                                                                                                        Folder 6 

 Programs. 

 

Savoyards, 1971-1977                                                                                                          Folder 7 

 News clipping, ticket, program.  

 

Ithaca Music Club, 1971-1990                                                                                             Folder 8 

 Programs.  

 

Miscellaneous Programs/Songbooks, undated                                                                     Folder 9 

 New York song book, and “Outward Bound” program.  

 

Cayuga Chamber Orchestra, 1985-1991, 1998                                                                  Folder 10 

 Programs, flyers, copy of 1998 webpage.  

 

Mischief Mime Co., 1980’s                                                                                                Folder 11 

 Fall/winter newsletter. 

 

Ithaca Concert Band, 1976-1988                                                                                        Folder 12 

 Programs and news clippings.  

 

Children’s Choir of Ithaca, 1989-1991                                                                               Folder 13 

 Flyers, programs, newsletters. 

 

“The Brat: A 3 Act Comedy,” undated                                                                              Folder 14 

 Cast sheet.  
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Contents                                                                                                                               Folder # 

  

Richard Koski and the Crumtown Ramblers, 1988-1992                                                  Folder 15 

 Program, flyer, news clipping.  

 

Ithaca High School 100th Anniversary Concert/27th Annual Concert                     Folder 16 

 Programs.  

 

NYS Baroque, 1999                                                                                                            Folder 17 

 Program.  

 

First Street Playhouse, “The Fifth Sun,” undated                                                               Folder 18 

 Flyer. 

 

Hangar Theater, 1993                                                                                                         Folder 19 

 1 program.  

 

Ithaca College Theater, 1994                                                                                              Folder 20 

 1 program.  

 

Box 4 – V-1-7-9 (D) – (7 folders) 

 

Contents                                                                                                                               Folder # 

 

Ithaca Community Chorus, 1990-1994                                                                                Folder 1 

 Programs, flyers, newspaper clippings, 1993 travel itinerary. 

 

New York State Early Music Assoc. Inc., 1990-1997                                                         Folder 2 

 Programs, flyers, donation form.  

 

“Mirth, Music, Magic, Melodrama” – Jack Hrkach, 1994                                                   Folder 3 

 80-page document about “popular entertainment in antebellum Ithaca.” 

 

Ithaca Concert Band, 1976-1996                                                                                          Folder 4 

 Programs and flyers. 

 

Cayuga Vocal Ensemble, 1998                                                                                             Folder 5 

 Printed copy of 1998 webpage.  

 

“Other Musical Chadwicks, John M. and George M. of Central New York”                      Folder 6 

by James Cassaro, 1997                                                                                                                                       

 1 article.  

 

Hip Hop Programming Materials, 2013                                                                               Folder 7 

 1 flyer, 1 ticket.  

  


