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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION 

 
Peggy Haine came out of Brooklyn before Brooklyn was hot, but she brought the heat to Ithaca. Known 

for years as the “Red Hot Mama” of her band, Peggy Haine & the Lowdown Alligator Jass Band, she 

performed around town and around the country. Peggy was known for her costumes in performance and 

her flamboyant performing ways, as well as for resurrecting songs and styles that many had thought 

disappeared. In real life, she had a several careers, yet even there, was always ready with a joke and a 

hearty and engaging laugh. She and her band put out several commercial recordings but were perhaps best 

seen in live performance. 

The collection covers the period of her musical career from ca. 1970-1992. 

 

CONTAINER LIST   

    

     Contents Folders 

 

Press photos and snapshots with negative pages    1 

From photo shoots. 

 

Early influences, including 2-page letter about people  2 

She knew in Ithaca. 

 

Clippings from early bands and also performances  3 

In Ithaca and elsewhere. 

 

News clippings from early performances and appearances  4 

And the formation or Lowdown Alligator Jass Band 

 

News clippings, ads, band schedules for Lowdown Alligator  5 

Jass Band into mid-1980s 

 

News clippings, ads, band schedules to when Haine retired  6 

From Alligators. 

 

http://www.thehistorycenter.net/
mailto:archives@thehistorycenter.net


Peggy Haine Collection V-65-4-1 

 

     Contents Folders 

 

Posters and stationery paste-ups from Alligators, when  7 

Haine was essentially managing the band. 

 

Band Business records — Payouts, bookings, contracts  8 

 

Items from researching in New Orleans, especially  9 

On women jazz singers 

 

More from New Orleans including transcript with  10 

Traditional blues singer Lizzie Miles 

 

 

Box 2 More news clippings from early (1970s) to late (1980s)  11 

 

Jazz lecture Haine did for Cornell Summer Adult School  12 

 

Correspondence — mostly to Haine thanking her for appearances 13 

 

Alligators host Bix Beiderbecke Birthday Festival, 1989, in Ithaca 14 

 

Song Lists, lyric sheets, performance notes, 1986-1987  15 

 

Brooklyn expatriates in Ithaca, organized by Haine. See  16 

Also oversize: Proclamation by Brooklyn Borough President. 

 

Printed ephemera: airline tickets, business cards from band career. 17 

 

Alligators had two appearances at Sacramento Dixieland  18 

Jubilee, 1986, 1987. Press and programs from shows. 

 

Scrapbook (1980s) with cards, letters, signed by friends  On shelf 

Concert ephemera    with collection 

 

Large Ithaca Restaurant Color Poster; Proclamation from Brooklyn Borough 

President; original cartoon by Jack Sherman                                                            OV Row DD 

     Bay 4, shelf 5 


