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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION 

This collection consists of records kept by Henry Noble Hinckley, well-known to Ithacans  

as a collector and dealer in antiques, whose bequest in 1969 created the Hinckley 

Foundation and Museum. Box 1 contains his World War I service records; Civil War letters 

of his father, Henry Lester Hinckley, a captain in the Union Army; and various other family 

documents. Box 2 contains records concerning production and sale of the famous “Ithaca 

Kitty,” a stuffed toy invented by Ithacan Celia M. Smith in about 1890, and some 19th 

century pocket almanacs and early 20th century postcards and advertising cards owned by 

the Hinckleys. 

 

 

CONTAINER LIST 

Box 1                                                                                                         Folders 

 

Henry Noble Hinckley – Autobiographical Notes, Brief Biography            1 

HNH – World War I Service Records                                                           2 

HNH – World War I Discharge Records, Letters                                          3 

Nellie M. Hinckley & HNH – Property Deeds and Indentures                     4 

Henry Lester Hinckley – Civil War Letters                                                   5 

HLH – Letters 1868-99, Accounts, Mementos                                              6 

HLH – Obituary, Wills, Legal Transactions                                                  7 

Luther T. Hinckley – Misc. Records                                                              8 

Charles Hinckley – Records                                                                           9 

Hinckley Genealogy Notes                                                                           10 
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Ithaca Kitty Files 

  Basic Information: Celia M. Smith’s designs, U.S. patents,                       11 

       contracts with Arnold Print Works 

  Orders                                                                                                          12 

  Accounts, Royalty Agreements                                                                   13 

  Shipping Correspondence                                                                            14 

  Other Toy Designs                                                                                       15 

  Patent Infringement Cases                                                                           16 

  Foreign Infringements                                                                                 17 

  Schwab Infringement File                                                             18 

  Miscellaneous Communications                                                                  19 

 

Minor Collections of H. N. Hinckley         

  Pocket Almanacs: 1824, 1825, 1840, 1847                                                  20 

  Greeting Postcards:                                                                                       21 

      13 Christmas, 5 New Year’s, 1 Best Wishes 

  Ithaca Downtown Merchants’ Advertising Cards (13)                                 22 


