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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

Family and Children’s Service of Ithaca, the oldest human service agency in
Tompkins County, was formed in 1956 by the merger of two private organizations: The
Ithaca Children’s Home and the Family Society of Ithaca. Both antedated governmental
services of this kind by many decades.

In 1885 the Ithaca Children’s Home founded a residence for orphaned or destitute
children, along with this city’s first child day care nursery. The Family Society began life
in 1912 as the Associated Charities of Ithaca, for financial aid to less fortunate residents,
gradually expanding its role to become the singular source of welfare aid locally,
including food, clothing and shelter, during the Great Depression.

Although government then entered the picture, F&CS now says the Family
Society had strengthened its counseling services to become the primary family and
marriage counselors in the community, and the Children’s Home updated its operations
with foster home and adoption services. The merged organization was well-launched on
its long and remarkable career of adapting to meet changes in community needs, as these
records show. Its purpose? As one leader put it, “To help people help themselves.”

CONTAINER LIST

Box 1
Description Folders or Books

Ithaca Children’s Home Financial Books:

Bank Accounts and Securities, 1911-1932 1
Receipts & Expenditures, 1918-1927 2
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Expenditures & Receipts, 1937-1940
Receipts, 1943-1948
Financial Reports, 1933-1941
Billing Records, 1937-1941
Annual Financial Reports, 1931-1940
Box 2
Description

Founding Agencies
Ithaca Children’s Home, 1885-1956
History, Boards of Directors
Family Society, 1912-1956
History, Boards of Directors
Merger Documents, 1956-57
Family and Children’s Service Organization
Constitution & Bylaws, 1957
First Annual Meeting, January 20, 1958
Purposes (as of 1958, 1985, 2010) and Chronology
Boards of Directors, 1957-1980
Executives
Fran H. Brown, 1934-58, Family Society’s first executive director
Ruth R. Pettengill, 1958-72, F&CS executive director
James Johnston, 1972--  F&CS executive director
Policies: Personnel, Capital Fund
Evaluations of the Agency
Reaccreditation by Family Service Association of America, 1964
Review by New York State Department of Social Welfare, 1966
Reaccreditation by FSAA, 1971
Annual Reports I, for 1957-1959, 1964-67, 1971
Annual Reports Il, for 1982, 1985-1993, 1998
Programs Described (see also short accounts in Folder 21 annual reports)
Homemaker Service
Clinical Program
Employee Assistance; Youth Services
“Highlights” Newsletters, 1983-94
Press Releases, Brochures
Office Buildings
Informal Staff Notes
Minutes of Board Meetings
1957
1958
1959
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Folders

10

11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

29
30
31
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Box 3

Minutes of Board Meetings (Ctd.)

Box 4

Scrapbooks

Children’s Home, Newspaper Articles & Photos 1892-1948
Family Welfare Society, Newspaper Articles 1923-1945
Family Society of Ithaca, Newspaper Articles 1947-1950
Children’s Home, Newspaper Articles etc. 1947—1951
Family Society/F&CS, Newspaper Articles 1950-1960

Family and Children’s Service, Newspaper Articles 1960-1970
Miscellaneous Newspaper Articles from F&CS, 1961-1995
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1964
1965
1966
1967
1972
1986
1987
1988
1998
1999

Folders

32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
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