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COLLECTION DESCRIPTION 

This collection consists of love letters between Edna Bates and Llewellyn McCluen from 

the late 1890s. Edna Bates was a farmer’s daughter in Trumansburg, New York, and 

Llewellyn McCluen, originally of Deer Lodge, Tennessee, worked on her father’s farm. 

They fell in love and, in 1897, he went to Tennessee to get his parents’ permission to 

marry Edna. In 1898 they were married. Most of these letters date from that period. 
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